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A boy dressed up as a girl and a girl dressed up as a girl is, to the eye
at least, the same thing.—Times.
People do not believe now as they did, but the moral inconsistencies
of our contemporaries is no proof thereof.—Daily Telegraph.
It must be remembered that in questions the subject often
comes after the verb and the complement before it; but the
same rule must be kept. E. g., if the last example were put as
a question instead of as a negative statement, 'What proof is
the inconsistencies?' would be wrong, and 'What proof are
&c. ?' right.
Some sentences in which the subject contains only, a super-
lative, &c., have the peculiarity that subject and complement
may almost be considered to have changed places; and this
defence would probably be put in for the next three examples;
but, whether actually wrong or not, they are unpleasant. The
noun that stands before the verb should be regarded as the sub-
ject, and the verb be adapted to it.
The only thing Siamese about the Consul, except the hatchment and
the flag, were his servants.—sladen.
The only difficulty in Finnish are the changes undergone by the
stem.—sweet.
The most pompous monument of Egyptian greatness, and one of the
most bulky works of manual industry, are the pyramids.—johnson.
The next example is a curious problem; the subject to
were is in sense plural, but in grammar singular (finding, verbal
noun):
Finding Miss Vernon in a place so solitary, engaged in a journey so
dangerous, and under the protection of one gentleman only, were
circumstances to excite every feeling of jealousy.—scott.
2. Mistakes in the number of verbs are extremely common
when a singular noun intervenes between a plural subject (or a
plural noun between a singular subject) and its verb. It is
worth while to illustrate the point abundantly; for it appears
that real doubt can exist on the subject:—* "No one but
schoolmasters and schoolboys knows" is exceedingly poor
English, if it is not absolutely bad grammar* (from a review of
this book, ist ed.).

